
 

Call for thematic sessions 
 
The 7th International Congress on Construction History (7ICCH) will be held in Lisbon, from 12 to 16 July, 2021. As in 
6ICCH (Brussels, 2018), the 7ICCH event will adopt a two-step procedure for proposals evaluation: 

- First call: a first call for proposals for thematic sessions will be open from 15 April 2020 to 9 May 2020; 
 
followed by a 
- Second call: a general call for abstracts for the usual open sessions, from 18 May to 28 June 2020. 

We are what we build and how we build; thus, the study of Construction History is now more than ever at the centre 
of current debates as to the shape of a sustainable future for humankind. With the main theme “History of 
Construction Cultures”, the Congress will provide an opportunity to celebrate and expand our understanding of the 
ways that everyday building activities have been perceived and experienced in different cultures, times and places.  
The general call for abstracts will invite proposals for inclusion in thematic sessions as well as single contributions 
dealing with a broad range of construction history topics (construction determinants and their relation with design, 
extraction and processing of materials, site management, works execution processes, knowledge transfer, actors, 
machines, tools, building legislation, construction - politics, economy and society, etc.). The aim will be to achieve a 
broad and in-depth assessment of new research in construction history. 
 
The present call, open until 9 May 2020 invites prospective session chairs to suggest topics for thematic sessions. 
The proposed subjects should contribute to the debate of the latest issues, approaches and questions of research in 
the field of construction history research, stimulating intercultural and interdisciplinary collaboration and discussion. 
Proposals should include a description of the theme (max. 400 words), an explanation of the relevance of the theme 
(max. 400 words) and the CV of the applicant chair demonstrating his/her relevant expertise. 
 
With the support of the Scientific Committee, the Organizing Committee will select up to 12 thematic sessions, 
limited to one per applicant. Chairs of the thematic sessions are expected to be present at the 7ICCH and give a short 
introduction to their session. They are, in collaboration with the Scientific Committee, responsible for the selection 
process of the submitted abstracts and for the editing process of the submitted papers. Four or five papers will be 
selected for each session. No more than one paper from the chair’s research team can be selected. The Scientific 
Committee reserves the right to redirect papers towards other thematic or general sessions. Proposals should be 
sent to 7icchlisbon@gmail.com until 4 May 2020. Prospective session chairs will be informed on the evaluation of 
their proposals by the Organizing Committee by 18 May 2020. 
More information at http://www.7icch.org 
 
Organizing Committee 
Chair – João Mascarenhas Mateus (University of Lisbon) 
Treasurer – Ana Paula Pires (NOVA University of Lisbon) 
Sandra M. G. Pinto (NOVA University of Lisbon) 
Fernanda Rollo (NOVA University of Lisbon) 
José Aguiar (University of Lisbon) 
Ivo Veiga (University of Lisbon) 
Milton Pacheco (Coimbra University) 
Manuel Caiado (University of Lisbon) 
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